
Text of relevant sections of various acts 

 

Bankers Book Evidence Act, 1891 

 

2A. Conditions in the printout.— 

1[2A. Conditions in the printout.—A printout of entry or a 

copy of printout referred to in sub-section (8) of section 2 

shall be accompanied by the following, namely:— 

(a) a certificate to the effect that it is a printout of such 

entry or a copy of such printout by the principal accountant 

or branch manager; and 

(b) a certificate by a person in-charge of computer system 

containing a brief description of the computer system and 

the particulars of— 

(A) the safeguards adopted by the system to ensure that 

data is entered or any other operation performed only by 

authorised persons; 

(B) the safeguards adopted to prevent and detect 

unauthorised change of data; 

(C) the safeguards available to retrieve data that is lost due 

to systemic failure or any other reasons; 

(D) the manner in which data is transferred from the 

system to removable media like floppies, discs, tapes or 

other electro-magnetic data storage devices; 

(E) the mode of verification in order to ensure that data has 

been accurately transferred to such removable media; 

(F) the mode of identification of such data storage devices; 

(G) the arrangements for the storage and custody of such 

storage devices; 

(H) the safeguards to prevent and detect any tampering 

with the system; and 

(I) any other factor which will vouch for the integrity and 

accuracy of the system. 

(c) a further certificate from the person in-charge of the 

computer system to the effect that to the best of his 

knowledge and belief, such computer system operated 

properly at the material time, he was provided with all the 

relevant data and the printout in question represents 

correctly, or is appropriately derived from, the relevant 

data.] 

1. Ins. by Act 21 of 2000, sec. 93 and Sch. III (w.e.f. 17-10-

2000). 

 

The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 

 

Persons in charge of closed place to allow search. 

 

(1) Whenever any place liable to search or inspection under 

this Chapter is closed, any person residing in, or being in 

charge of, such place, shall, on demand of the officer or 

other person executing the warrant, and on production of 

the warrant, allow him free ingress thereto, and afford all 

reasonable facilities for a search therein. 



(2) If ingress into such place cannot be so obtained, the 

officer or other person executing the warrant may proceed 

in the manner provided by sub- section (2) of section 47. 

(3) Where any person in or about such place is reasonably 

suspected of concealing about his person any article for 

which search should be made, such person may be 

searched and if such person is a woman, the search shall be 

made by another woman with strict regard to decency. 

(4) Before making a search under this Chapter, the officer 

or other person about to make it shall call upon two or 

more independent and respectable inhabitants of the 

locality in which the place to be searched is situate or of 

any other locality if no such inhabitant of the said locality is 

available or is willing to be a witness to the search, to 

attend and witness the search and may issue an order in 

writing to them or any of them so to do. 

(5) The search shall be made in their presence, and a list of 

all things seized in the course of such search and of the 

places in which they are respectively found shall be 

prepared by such officer or other person and signed by 

such witnesses; but no person witnessing a search under 

this section shall be required to attend the Court as a 

witness of the search unless specially summoned by it. 

(6) The occupant of the place searched, or some person in 

his behalf, shall, in every instance, be permitted to attend 

during the search. and a copy of the list prepared under this 

section, signed by the said witnesses, shall be delivered to 

such occupant or person. 

(7) When any person is searched under sub- section (3), a 

list of all things taken possession of shall be prepared, and a 

copy thereof shall be delivered to such person. 

(8) Any person who, without reasonable cause, refuses or 

neglects to attend and witness a search under this section, 

when called upon to do so by an order in writing delivered 

or tendered to him, shall be deemed to have committed an 

offence under section 187 of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 

1860 ). 

 

 

 102. Power of police officer to seize certain property 

(1) Any police officer, may seize any property which may be 

alleged or suspected to have been stolen, or which may be 

found under circumstances which create suspicion of the 

commission of any offence. 

(2) Such police officer, if subordinate to the officer in 

charge of a police station, shall forthwith report the seizure 

to that officer. 

(3) 1 Every police officer acting under sub- section (1) shall 

forthwith report the seizure to the Magistrate having 

jurisdiction and where the property seized is such that it 

cannot be conveniently transported to the Court, he may 

give custody thereof to any person on his executing a bond 

undertaking to produce the property before the Court as 

and when required and to give effect to the further orders 

of the Court as to the disposal of the same.] 

 

 

160. Police Officer's power to require attendance of 

witnesses 

 

(1) Any police officer making an investigation under this 

Chapter may, by order in writing, require the attendance 

before himself of any person being within the limits of his 

own or any adjoining station who, from the information 



given or otherwise, appears to be acquainted with the facts 

and circumstances of the case; and such person shall attend 

as so required: 

 

Provided that no male person under the age of fifteen years 

or woman shall be required to attend at any place other 

than the place in which such male person or woman resides 

 

(2) The State Government may, by rules made in this 

behalf, provide for the payment by the police officer of the 

reasonable expenses of every person, attending under sub-

section (1) at any place other than his residence ] 

 

161. Examination of witnesses by police - 

 

(1) Any police officer making an investigation under this 

Chapter, or any police officer not below such rank as the 

State Government may, by general or special order, 

prescribe in this behalf, acting on the requisition of such 

officer, may examine orally any person supposed to be 

acquainted with the facts and circumstances of the case 

 

(2) Such person shall be bound to answer truly all 

questions relating to such case put to him by such officer, 

other than questions the answers to which would have a 

tendency to expose him to a criminal charge or to a penalty 

or forfeiture 

 

(3) The police officer may reduce into writing any 

statement made to him in the course of an examination 

under this section; and if he does so, he shall make a 

separate and true record of the statement of each such 

person whose statement he records 

 

Comments 

 

(i) The value of prompt interrogation of a witness during 

investigation cannot be over emphasised because the same 

eliminates to a very large extent, the possibility of an 

adulterated occurrence creeping in the testimony of a 

witness; State of Maharashtra v Joseph Mingal Koli, (1997) 2 

Crimes 228 (Bom) 

 

(ii) Investigating officer has to perform his duties with the 

sole object of investigating the allegations and in the course 

of the investigation he has to take into consideration the 

relevant material whether against or in favour of the 

accused; Mohd Jainal Aladin v State of Assam, (1997)2 

Crimes 660 (Gau) 

 

(iii) Where the investigating officer had deliberately failed 

to record the FIR and prepared it after reaching the spot 

after due deliberations, the investigation is tainted and it 

would be unsafe to rely on such tainted investigation; 

Mantram v State of Madhya Pradesh, (1997) 2 Crimes 550 

(MP) 

 

(iv) Recording of statement of injured cannot be held to be 

admissible in Evidence Act under section 32; Sukhas v State 

of Uttar Pradesh, 2000 Cr LJ 29 (SC) 

 

(v) Court while using a previous statement recorded under 

section 161 Cr P, should bear in mind the restrictions 

imposed under section 162 of Cr P; State of Kerala v Babu, 

1999 AIR (SC) 2161: 1999 (4) SCC 621: 1999(3) JT 394: 

1999 (3) Crimes 27 (SC) 



 

(vi) Court's failure to put any question on reference to 

statement under section 161, advance impression cannot 

be drawn by Court; Dandu Laxmi Reddy v State of Andhra 

Pradesh, 1999 AIR (SC) 3255: 1999 (7) SCC 69: 1999 (6) JT 

166 

 

162. Statements to police not to be signed: Use of 

statements in evidence 

 

(1) No statement made by any person to a police officer in 

the course of an investigation under this Chapter, shall, if 

reduced to writing, be signed by the person making it; nor 

shall any such statement or any record thereof, whether in 

a police diary or otherwise, or any part of such statement or 

record, be used for any purpose, save as hereinafter 

provided, at any inquiry or trial in respect of any offence 

under investigation at the time when such statement was 

made: 

 

Provided that when any witness is called for the 

prosecution in such inquiry or trial whose statement has 

been reduced into writing as aforesaid, any part of his 

statement, if duly proved, may be used by the accused, and 

with the permission of the Court, by the prosecution, to 

contradict such witness in the manner provided by section 

145 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (1 of 1872); and when 

any part of such statement is so used, any part thereof may 

also be used in the re-examination of such witness, but for 

the purpose only of explaining any matter referred to in his 

cross-examination 

 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to apply to any 

statement falling within the provisions of clause (1) of 

section 32 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (1 of 1872), or 

to affect the provisions of section 27 of that Act 

 

Explanation—An omission to state a fact or circumstance 

in the statement referred to in subsection (1) may amount 

to contradiction if the same appears to be significant and 

otherwise relevant having regard to the context in which 

such omission occurs and whether any omission amounts 

to a contradiction in the particular context shall be a 

question of fact 

 

Comments 

 

(i) It is only that part of the statement if duly proved which 

may be used by the accused and with the permission of the 

Court by the prosecution to contradict the witness 

concerned in the manner provided by section 145 of the 

Indian Evidence Act; Mohd Jainal Abedin v State of Assam, 

(1997) 2 Crimes 660 (Gau) 

 

(ii) Statement of witness before investigating officer cannot 

be used as evidence; Ramprasad v State of Maharashtra, 

1999 AIR (SC) 1969: 1999 (5) SCC 30: 1999 (3) Scale 633: 

1999 (4) JT 74 

 

Section 162 in The Code Of Criminal Procedure, 1973 

162. Statements to police not to be signed: Use of 

statements in evidence. 

(1) No statement made by any person to a police officer in 

the course of an investigation under this Chapter, shall, if 

reduced to writing, be signed by the person making it; nor 



shall any such statement or any record thereof, whether in 

a police diary or otherwise, or any part of such statement or 

record, be used for any purpose, save as hereinafter 

provided, at any inquiry or trial in respect of any offence 

under investigation at the time when such statement was 

made: Provided that when any witness is called for the 

prosecution in such inquiry or trial whose statement has 

been reduced into writing as aforesaid, any part of his 

statement, if duly proved, may be used by the accused, and 

with the permission of the Court, by the prosecution, to 

contradict such witness in the manner provided by section 

145 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (1 of 1872 ); and 

when any part of such statement is so used, any part 

thereof may also be used in the re- examination of such 

witness, but for the purpose only of explaining any matter 

referred to in his cross- examination. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to apply to any 

statement falling within the provisions of clause (1) of 

section 32 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (1 of 1872 ), or 

to affect the provisions of section 27 of that Act. 

Explanation.- An omission to state a fact or circumstance in 

the statement referred to in sub- section (1) may amount to 

contradiction if the same appears to be significant and 

otherwise relevant having regard to the context in which 

such omission occurs and whether any omission amounts 

to a contradiction in the particular context shall be a 

question of fact 

 

 

The Indian Evidence Act, 1872 

25. Confession to police officer not to be proved 

No confession made to a police officer shall be proved as 

against a person accused of any offence. 

 

26. Confession by accused while in custody of police not 

to be proved against him 

No confession made by any person whilst he is in the 

custody of a police officer, unless it be made in the 

immediate presence of a Magistrate,17 shall be proved as 

against such person. 

18[ Explanation- In this section "Magistrate" does not 

include the head of a village discharging magisterial 

functions in the Presidency of Fort St. George 19[***] or 

elsewhere, unless such headman is a Magistrate exercising 

the power of a Magistrate under the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, 1820 (10 of 1882). 

27. How much of information received from accused 

may be proved 

Provided that when any fact is deposed to as discovered in 

consequences of information received from a person 

accused of any offence, in the custody of a police officer, so 

much of such information, whether if amounts to a 

confessions or not, as relates distinctly to the fact thereby 

discovered, may be proved. 

 

34. Entries in books of account when relevant 

8A[Entries in the books of account, including those 

maintained in an electronic form], regularly kept in the 

course of business, are relevant whenever they refer to a 

matter into which the court has to inquire but such 



statements shall not alone be sufficient evidence to charge 

any person with liability. 

 Illustration 

 A sues B for Rs. 1,000 and shows entries in his account- 

books showing B to be indebted to him to this amount. The 

entries are relevant, but are not sufficient, without other 

evidence, to prove the debt. 

 

63. Secondary evidence 

Secondary evidence means and includes— 

(1) certified copies given under the provisions hereinafter 

contained; 

(2) Copies made from the original by mechanical processes 

which in themselves ensure the accuracy of the copy, and 

copies compared with such copies. 

(3) copies made from or compared with the original ; 

(4) counterparts of documents as against the parties who 

did not execute them; 

(5) oral accounts of the contents of a documents given by 

some person who has himself seen it. 

Illustration 

(a) A photograph of an original is secondary evidence of its 

contents, though the two have not been compared, if it is 

proved that the thing photographed was the original. 

(b) A copy compared with a copy of a letter made by a 

copying machine is secondary evidence of the contents of 

the letter, if it is shown that the copy made by the copying 

machine was made from the original. 

(c) A copy transcribed from a copy, but afterwards 

compared with the original, is secondary evidence; but he 

copy not so compared is not secondary evidence of the 

original, although the copy from which it was transcribed 

was compared with the original. 

 (d) Neither an oral account of a copy compared with the 

original, nor an oral account of a photograph or machine 

copy of the original, is secondary evidence of the original. 

 

 

Cases in which secondary evidence relating to 

documents may be given. 

 

65. Cases in which secondary evidence relating to 

documents may 

be given. Secondary evidence may be given of the existence, 

condition 

or contents of a document in the following cases:-- 

 

(a) when the original is shown or appears to be in the 

possession or power- of the person against whom the 

document is soughtto be proved,or of any person out of 

reach of, or not subject to,the process of the Court, or of any 

person legally bound to produce it, and when, after the 

notice mentioned in section 66, such person does not 

produce it; 

 

(b) when the existence, condition or contents of the 

original have been proved to be admitted in writing by the 

person against whom it is proved or by his representative 

in interest; 

 



(c) when the original has been destroyed or lost, or when 

the party offering evidence of its contents cannot, for any 

other reason not arising from his own default or neglect, 

produce it in reasonable time; 

 

(d) when the original is of such a nature as not to be easily 

movable; 

 

(e) when the original is a public document within the 

meaning of section 74; 

 

(f) when the original is a document of which a certified 

copy is permitted by this Act, or by any other law in force in 

1*[India] to be given in evidence;  

 

 

65B. Admissibility of electronic records 

 

(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, any 

information contained in an electronic record which is 

printed on a paper, stored, recorded or copied in optical or 

magnetic media produced by a computer (hereinafter 

referred to as the computer output) shall be deemed to be 

also a document, if the conditions mentioned in this section 

are satisfied in relation to the information and computer in 

question and shall be admissible in any proceedings, 

without further proof or production of the original, as 

evidence of any contents of the original or of any fact stated 

therein or which direct evidence would be admissible. 

  

(2) The conditions referred to in sub-section (1) in respect 

of a computer output shall be the following, namely :- 

  

(a) the computer output containing the information was 

produced by the computer during the period over which 

the computer was used regularly to store or process 

information for the purposes of any activities regularly 

carried on over that period by the person having lawful 

control over the use of the computer; 

  

(b) during the said period, information of the kind 

contained in the electronic record or of the kind from which 

the information so contained is derived was regularly fed 

into the computer in the ordinary course of the said 

activities; 

  

(c) throughout the materiel part of the said period, the 

computer was operating properly or, if not, then in respect 

of any period in which it was not operating properly or was 

out of operation during that part of the period, was not 

such as to affect the electronic record or the accuracy of its 

contents; and 

  

(d) the information contained in the electronic record 

reproduces or is derived from such information fed into the 

computer in the ordinary course of the said activities. 

  

(3) Where over any period, the functions of storing or 

processing information for the purposes of any activities of 

any regularly carried on over that period as mentioned in 

clause (a) of sub-section (2) was regularly performed by 

computer, whether- 

  

(a) by a combination of computers operating over that 

period; or 

  



(b) by different computers operating in succession over 

that period; or 

  

(c) by different combinations of computers operating in 

succession over that period; or 

  

(d) in any other manner involving the successive operation 

over that period, in whatever order, of one or more 

computers and one or more combinations of computers. 

  

all the computers used for that purpose during that period 

shall be treated for the purposes of this section as 

constituting a single computer; and references in this 

section to a computer shall be construed accordingly. 

  

(4) In any proceedings where it is desired to give a 

statement in evidence by virtue of this section, a certificate 

doing any of the following things, that is to say,- 

  

(a) identifying the electronic record containing the 

statement and describing the manner in which it was 

produced; 

  

(b) giving such particulars of any device involved in the 

production of that electronic record as may be appropriate 

for the purpose of showing that the electronic record was 

produced by a computer; 

  

(c) dealing with any of the matters to which the conditions 

mentioned in sub-section (2) relate, and purporting to be 

signed by a person occupying a responsible official position 

in relation to the operation of the relevant device or the 

management of the relevant activities (whichever is 

appropriate) shall be evidence of any matter stated in the 

certificate; and for the purpose of this sub-section it shall 

be sufficient for a matter to be stated to the best of the 

knowledge and belief of the person stating it. 

  

(5) For the purposes of this section,- 

  

(a) information shall be taken to be supplied to a computer 

if it is supplied thereto in any appropriate form and 

whether it is so supplied directly or (with or without 

human intervention) by means of any appropriate 

equipment; 

  

(b) whether in the course of activities carried on by any 

official, information is supplied with a view to its being 

stored or processed for the purposes of those activities by a 

computer operated otherwise than in the course of those 

activities, that information, if duly supplied to that 

computer, shall be taken to be supplied to it in the course of 

those activities; 

  

(c) a computer output shall be taken to have been produced 

by a computer whether it was produced by it directly or 

(with or without human intervention) by means of any 

appropriate equipment. 

  

Explanation.- For the purposes of this section any reference 

to information being derived from other information shall 

be a reference to its being derived there from by 

calculation, comparison or any other process.] 

. 

Presumption as to powers-of-attorney. 

 



85. Presumption as to powers-of-attorney.-The Court shall 

presume that every document purporting to be a power-of-

attorney, and to have been executed before, and 

authenticated by, a Notary Public, or any Court, Judge, 

Magistrate, 1*[Indian] Consul or Vice-Consul, or 

representative 2*** of the 3*[Central Government], was so 

executed and authenticated. 

 

 

85B. Presumption as to electronic record and digital 

signatures 

 

(1) In any proceedings involving a secure electronic record, 

the Court shall presume unless contrary is proved, that the 

secure electronic record has not been altered since the 

point of time to which the secure status relates. 

  

(2) In any proceedings, involving secure digital signature, 

the Court shall presume unless the contrary is proved that- 

  

(a) the secure digital signature is affixed by subscriber with 

the intention of signing or approving the electronic record; 

  

(b) except in the case of a secure electronic record or a 

secure digital signature, nothing in the section shall create 

any presumption relating to authenticity and integrity of 

the electronic record or any digital signature. 

 

88A. Presumption as to electronic messages 

 

The Court may presume that an electronic message 

forwarded by the originator through an electronic mail 

server to the addressee to whom the message purports to 

be addressed corresponds with the message as fed into his 

computer for transmission; but the Court shall not make 

any presumption as to the person by whom such message 

was sent. 

  

Explanation.- For the purposes of this section, the 

expressions "addressee" and "originator" shall have the 

same meanings respectively assigned to them in clause (b) 

and (za) of sub-section (1) of section 2 of the Information 

Technology Act, 2000.] 

 

 

Court may presume existence of certain facts. 

114. Court may presume existence of certain facts. The 

Court may presume the existence of any fact which it thinks 

likely to have happened, regard being had to the common 

course of natural events, human conduct and public and 

private business, in their relation to the facts of the 

particular case. 

 

In these scenarios, one has to essentially depend upon 

circumstantial evidence. Thus the courts are forced to make 

assumptions about human behaviours.  

 

This section is expected to be and has been exercised by the 

courts in view of their experiences and on a qualitative test 

as to what a normal human being would have done in the 

given scenario. 

 

Court may presume existence of certain facts. 

114. Court may presume existence of certain facts. The 

Court may presume the existence of any fact which it thinks 

likely to have happened, regard being had to the common 



course of natural events, human conduct and public and 

private business, in their relation to the facts of the 

particular case. 

 

Illustrations 

The Court may presume-- 

 

(a) that a man who is in possession of stolen goods soon 

after the theft is either the thief or has received the goods 

knowing them to be stolen, unless he can account for his 

possession; 

 

(b) that an accomplice is unworthy of credit, unless he is 

corroborated in material particulars; 

 

(c) that a bill of exchange, accepted or endorsed, was 

accepted or endorsed for good consideration; 

 

(d) that a thing or state of things which has been shown to 

be in existence within a period shorter than that within 

which such things or states of things usually cease to exist, 

is still in existence; 

 

(e) that judicial and official acts have been regularly 

performed; 

 

(f) that the common course of business has been followed 

in particular cases; 

 

(g) that evidence which could be and is not produced 

would, 

 

if produced, be unfavourable to the person who withholds 

it; 

 

(h) that if a man refuses to answer a question which he is 

not compelled to answer by law, the answer, if given, would 

be unfavourable to him; 

 

(i) that when a document creating an obligation is in the 

hands of the obligor, the obligation has been discharged. 

 

But the Court shall also have regard to such facts as the 

following, in considering whether such maxims do or do 

not apply to the particular case before it:-- 

 

as to illustration (a)--a shop-keeper has in his till a marked 

rupee soon after it was stolen, and cannot account for its 

possession specifically, but is continually receiving rupees 

in the course of his business: 

 

as to illustration (b)--A, a person of the highest character is 

tried for causing a man's death by an act of negligence in 

arranging certain machinery. B, a person of equally good 

character, who also took part in the arrangement, describes 

precisely what was done, and admits and explains the 

common carelessness of A and himself: 

 

as to illustration (b)--a crime is committed by several 

persons. 

 

A, B and C, three of the criminals, are captured on the spot 

and kept apart from each other. Each gives an account of 

the crime implicating D, and the accounts corroborate each 



other in such a manner as to render previous concert highly 

improbable: 

 

as to illustration (c)--A, the drawer of a bill of exchange, 

was a man of business. B, the acceptor, was a young and 

ignorant person, completely under A's influence: 

 

as to illustration (d)--it is proved that a river ran in a 

certain course five years ago, but it is known that there 

have been floods since that time which might change its 

course: 

 

as to illustration (e)--a judicial act, the regularity of which is 

in question, was performed under exceptional 

circumstances: 

 

as to illustration (f)--the question is, whether a letter was 

received. It is shown to have been posted, but the usual 

course of the post was interrupted by disturbances: 

 

as to illustration (g)--a man refuses to produce a document 

which would bear on a contract of small importance on 

which he is sued, but which might also injure the feelings 

and reputation of his family: 

 

as to illustration (h)--a man refuses to answer a question 

which he is not compelled by law to answer, but the answer 

to it might cause loss to him in matters unconnected with 

the matter in relation to which it is asked: 

 

as to illustration (i)--a bond is in possession of the obligor, 

but the circumstances of the case are such that he may have 

stolen it. 

 

Indian Penal Code 1860 

Beyond reasonable Doubts 

 

The normal rule which governs civil proceedings is that a 

fact can be said to be estabilshed if it is proved by a 

preponderance of probabilities. This is for the reason that 

under the Evidence Act, section 3, a fact issaid to be proved 

when the court either believes it to exist or considersits 

existence so probable that a prudent man ought, under the 

circumstances of the particular case, to act upon the 

supposition that it exists. The belief regarding the existence 

of a fact may thus be founded on a balance of probabilities. 

A prudent man faced with conflicting probabilities 

concerning a fact-situation will act on the supposition that 

the fact exists, if on weighing the various probabilities he 

finds that the preponderance is in favour of the existence of 

the particular fact. As a prudent man, so the court applies 

this test for finding whether a fact in issue can be said to be 

proved. The first step in this process is to fix the 

probabilities, the second to weigh them, though the two 

may often intermingle. The impossible is weeded out at the 

first stage, the improbable at the second. Within the wide 

range of probabilities the court has often a difficult choice 

to make but it is this choice which ultimately determines 

where. the preponderance of probabilities lies. Important 

issues like those which affect the status of parties demand a 

closer scrutiny than those like the loan on a promissory 

note "the nature and gravity of an issue necessarily 

determines the manner of attaining reasonable satisfaction 

of the truth of the issue"(1) ; or as said by Lord Denning, 

"the degree of probability depends on the subject-matter. 



In proportion as the offence is grave, so ought the proof to 

be clear" (2). But whether the issue is one of cruelty or of a 

loan on a promote, the test to apply is whether on a 

preponderance of robabilities the relevant fact is proved. In 

civil cases this, normally, is the standard of proof to apply 

for finding whether the burden of proof is 

discharged. Proof beyond reasonable doubtis proof by a 

higher standard which generally governs criminal trials or 

trials involving inquiry into issues of a quasi-criminal 

nature. A criminal trial involves the liberty of the subject 

which may not be taken away on a mere preponderance of 

probabilities. If the probabilities are so' nicely balanced 

that a reasonable, 

100. When the right of private defense of the body 

extends to causing death 

The right of private defense of the body extends, under the 

restrictions mentioned in the last preceding section, to the 

voluntary causing of death or of any other harm to the 

assailant, if the offence which occasions the exercise of the 

right be of any of the descriptions hereinafter enumerated, 

namely:- 

First-   Such an assault as may reasonably cause the 

apprehension that death will otherwise be the consequence 

of such assault; 

Secondly- Such an assault as may reasonably cause the 

apprehension that grievous hurt will otherwise be the 

consequence of such assault; 

Thirdly-   An assault with the intention of committing rape; 

Fourthly- An assault with the intention of gratifying 

unnatural lust; 

Fifthly-   An assault with the intention of kidnapping or 

abducting; 

Sixthly-   An assault with the intention of wrongfully 

confining a person, under circumstances which may 

reasonably cause him to apprehend that he will be unable 

to have recourse to the public authorities for his release. 

102. Commencement and continuance of the right of 

private defense of the body 

The right of private defense of the body commences as soon 

as a reasonable apprehension of danger to the body arises 

from an attempt or threat to commit the offence though the 

offence may not have been committed; and it continues as 

long as such apprehension of danger to the body continues. 

120. Concealing design to commit offence punishable 

with imprisonment 

Whoever, intending to facilitate or knowing it to be likely 

that he will thereby facilitate the commission of an offence 

punishable with imprisonment, voluntarily conceals, by any 

act or illegal omission, the existence of a design to commit 

such offence, or makes any representation which he knows 

to be false respecting such design, If offence be committed-

if offence be not committed-  shall, if the offence be 

committed, be punished with imprisonment of the 

description provided for the offence, for a term which may 

extend to one-fourth, and, if the offence be not committed, 



to one-eighth, of the longest term of such imprisonment, or 

with such fine as is provided for the offence, or with both. 

162. Taking gratification, in order, by corrupt or illegal 

means, to influence public servant [Repealed].- [Rep. by the 

Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 (49 of 1988), sec. 31.] 

164 Punishment for abetment by public servant of offences 

defined in section 162 or 163 [Repealed] .- [Rep. by the 

Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 (49 of 1988), sec. 31.] 

165. Public Servant obtaining valuable thing, without 

consideration , from person concerned in proceeding or 

business transacted by such public servant [Repealed] .- 

[Rep. by the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 (49 of 

1988), sec. 31.] 

165A  Public Servant obtaining valuable thing, without 

consideration , from person concerned in proceeding or 

business transacted by such public servant [Repealed] .- 

[Rep. by the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 (49 of 

1988), sec. 31.] 

173. Preventing service of summons or other proceeding, 

or preventing publication thereof.- Whoever in any manner 

intentionally prevents the serving on himself, or on any 

other person, of any summons, notice or order, proceeding 

from any public servant legally competent, as such public 

servant, to issue such summons, notice or order,or 

intentionally prevents the lawful affixing to any place or 

any such summons, notice or order,or intentionally 

removes any such summons, notice or order from any place 

to which it is lawfully affixed or intentionally prevents the 

lawful making of any proclamation, under the authority of 

any public servant legally competent, as such public 

servant, to direct such proclamation to be made, shall be 

punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 

extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five 

hundred rupees, or with both; or, if the summons, notice, 

order or proclamation is to attend in person or by agent, or  

*[to produce a document or electronic record in a Court of 

Justice], with simple imprisonment for a term which may 

extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one 

thousand rupees, or with both. 

* [Substituted by Information Technology Act, 2000, Act 21 

of 2000, section 91 and Schedule I, for "to produce a 

document in a Court of Justice" (w.e.f. 17-10-2000)] 

201. Causing disappearance of evidence of offence, or 

giving false information to screen offender.- Whoever, 

knowing or having reason to believe that an offence has 

been committed, causes any evidence of the commission of 

that offence to disappear, with the intention of screening 

the offender from legal punishment, or with that intention 

gives any information respecting the offence which he 

knows or believes to be false; if a capital offence.-- shall, if 

the offence which he knows or believes to have been 

committed is punishable with death, be punished with 

imprisonment of either description for a term which may 

extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; if 

punishable with imprisonment for life.--and if the offence is 

punishable with imprisonment for life, or with 

imprisonment which may extend to ten years, shall he 

punished with imprisonment of either description for a 



term which may extend to three years, and shall also be 

liable to fine; if punishable with less than ten years' 

imprisonment.--and if the offence is unishable with 

imprisonment for any term not extending to ten years, shall 

be punished with imprisonment of the description 

provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to 

one-fourth part of the longest term of the imprisonment 

provided for the offence, or with fine, or with both. 

Illustration 

A, knowing that B has murdered Z, assists B to hide the 

body with the intention of screening B from punishment. A 

is liable to imprisonment of either description for seven 

years, and also to fine. 

207. Fraudulent claim to property to prevent its 

seizure as forfeited or in execution.- Whoever 

fraudulently accepts, receives or claims any property or 

any interest therein, knowing that he has no right or 

rightful claim to such property or interest, or practices any 

deception touching any right to any property or any 

interest therein, intending thereby to prevent that property 

or interest therein from being taken as a forfeiture or in 

satisfaction of a fine, under a sentence which has been 

pronounced, or which he knows to be likely to be 

pronounced by a Court of Justice or other competent 

authority, or from being taken in execution of a decree or 

order which has been made, or which he knows to be likely 

to be made by a Court of Justice in a civil suit, shall be 

punished with imprisonment of either description for a 

term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 

both. 

312. Causing miscarriage.- Whoever voluntarily causes a 

woman with child to miscarry, shall, if such miscarriage be 

not caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of 

the woman, be punished with imprisonment of either 

description for a term which may extend to three years, or 

with fine, or with both; and, if the woman be quick with 

child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 

description for a term which may extend to seven years, 

and shall also be liable to fine. 

Explanation.--A woman who causes herself to miscarry, is 

within the meaning of section. 

313. Causing miscarriage without woman's consent.- 

Whoever commits the offence defined in the last preceding 

section without the consent of the woman, whether the 

woman is quick with child or not, shall be punished with 

imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 

description for a term which may extend to ten years, and 

shall also be liable to fine. 

409. Criminal breach of trust by public servant, or by 

banker, merchant or agent.- Whoever, being in any 

manner entrusted with property, or with any dominion 

over property in his capacity of a public servant or in the 

way of his business as a banker, merchant, factor, broker, 

attorney or agent, commits criminal breach of trust in 

respect of that property, shall be punished with 

imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 



description for a term which may extend to ten years, and 

shall also be liable to fine. 

420. Cheating and dishonestly inducing delivery of 

property - Whoever cheats and thereby dishonestly 

induces the person deceived to deliver any property to any 

person, or to make, alter or destroy the whole or any part of 

a valuable security, or anything which is signed or sealed, 

and which is capable of being converted into a valuable 

security, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 

description for a term which may extend to seven years, 

and shall also be liable to fine. 

468. Forgery for purpose of cheating.- Whoever commits 

forgery, intending that the *[document or electronic record 

forged] shall be used for the purpose of cheating, shall be 

punished with imprisonment of either description for a 

term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 

liable to fine. 

*[Substituted by Information Technology Act, 2000 (Act 21 

of 2000), section 91 and Schedule I, for "document forged" 

(w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 

471. Using as genuine a forged document or electronic 

record- Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly uses as 

genuine any *[document or electronic record] which he 

knows or has reason to believe to be a forged *[document 

or electronic record], shall be punished in the same manner 

as if he had forged such *[document or electronic record].  

*[Substituted by Information Technology Act, 2000 (Act 21 

of 2000), section 91 and Schedule, I, for "document" (w.e.f. 

17-10-2000). 

477A. Falsification of accounts.- Whoever, being a clerk, 

officer or servant, or employed or acting in the capacity of a 

clerk, officer or servant, wilfully, and with intent to defraud, 

destroys, alters, mutilates or falsifies any *[book, electronic 

record, paper, writing], valuable security or account which 

belongs to or is in the possession of his employer, or has 

been received by him for or on behalf of his employer, or 

wilfully, and with intent to defraud, makes or abets the 

making of any false entry in, or omits or alters or abets the 

omission or alteration of any material particular from or in, 

any such *[book, electronic record, paper, writing], valuable 

security or account, shall be punished with imprisonment 

of either description for a term which may extend to seven 

years, or with fine, or with both. 

Explanation.--It shall be sufficient in any charge under this 

section to allege a general intent to defraud without naming 

any particular person intended to be defrauded or 

specifying any particular sum of money intended to be the 

subject of the fraud, or any particular day on which the 

offence was committed. 

*[Substituted by Information Technology Act, 2000 (Act 21 

of 2000), section 91 for Sch. I, for "book, paper, writing" 

(w.e.f. 17-10-2000)] 

 


